
 

4th December 2019 
 
Congratulations to Jay, Sydnie, Imogen, Salem, 
Grace, Fletch, Josiah, Tatyana and Te Kaihou for 
receiving class certificates last week! Well done! 

 
Congratulations to Tane, Grace, Bailley, Bree, 
Antoinette, Weslee, Eragon and Griffin for 
receiving certificates this week! Great Job! 

 
 
 

Well Done Josh!! 
 

Josh was so excited to be 
presented with four badges last 
night at the final Cub evening, 
including Athlete, First Aid, Bronze 
Award his Artist Badge! His Leader 
was very impressed with his art 
submission and said it's a badge 
not many Cubs achieve as it's quite 
involved.  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 

Dec 10th-13th  Senior Camp - Waihi 
Dec 17th  Prizegiving 
Dec 18th  END OF TERM 4  
Jan 30th  TERM 1 2020 

 
The Lost property pile is growing and growing. We 
need to reduce it dramatically please. We put it out 
regularly but the children do not always recognise 
their garments.  Please call and check it when you 
are passing. 

Our Maths Quiz Team 
enjoying an ice cream after 
their hard fought contest last 
week at the Reporoa Valley 
Cluster Maths Competition. 
John, Griffin and Liam were 
disappointed to not defend 
Rerewhakaaitu’s title, but put 
in a solid effort to finish third, 
just two points behind the 
winners from Waikite Valley 
School. In a very challenging 
quiz, and possibly the most tightly contested in 
recent years, it all came down to the last question, 
with the three top teams tied neck and neck ‘til the 
very last minute! Thank you so much to Jo Roberts 
for taking and supporting our team!! 
 

ATTENTION - Rerewhakaaitu Young People!! 

Applications for funding grants from the 

Rerewhakaaitu Young Persons Charitable Trust 

are now open!  

WHO CAN APPLY?? Anyone under the age of 25 who 
resides in the Rerewhakaaitu district (or whose 
parents/caregivers still reside in the district). 
WHAT CAN I APPLY FOR FUNDING FOR??  Any activity at 
all - including educational, sporting, cultural, vocational - 
anything that expands learning, or develops skills or 
experiences for young people in the district.   
HOW DO I APPLY??  Fill in the application form. You must 
provide current, dated references with each application and 
put in an envelope addressed to The Secretary, Young 
Person’s Charitable Trust.  
Forms are available from the school office, or contact Ann 
Snowdon on 3666176. Applications close at 3pm Friday 6th 
December 2019. You must return your application form to 
the school before this date. 

For further information please contact Stewart Koopal, Mark 
Koopal, Ann Snowdon, Patricia Purdie-Nicholls or Jo Rogers.  

 
It’s that time of year again.  Christmas 
Mail Box decorating.  The standard has 
been really high and our district looks 
even more amazing.  One road had 8 
mailboxes decorated within 3km!  Some 
fab places had their whole gate / 
entrance-ways decorated.  Some 
mailboxes had scenes inside and out!! 

No pressure.  Let’s help Dobby 
enjoy his Christmas Deliveries 
even more. 

 



 
Principal’s Message  
 
Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou,  
 
It is now official! I have resigned and am moving to the 
Coromandel area at the end of this year. I have been 
here for 9 years and 3 terms and been involved in many 
great events and innovations working with a great team 
of people. Lake Rerewhakaaitu School, as you know, is 
renowned for our wonderful, capable, gutsy down to 
earth country kids and I am very proud of them and their 
achievements every day in class. Fay, the kids and I are 
pretty excited about our new venture, living near the 
beach and working at Coromandel Area School.  
 
Over the next 2 weeks, we will be training a new school 
office administrator and the BOT is advertising for a 
relieving principal for the start of 2020. Michele Terrell 
has finished for the year and is returning to the RTLB 
service in 2020. Thanks Michele for looking after our 
year 0-2 class for 2019. Thanks to Liz MacAskill, we 
have an experienced teacher who is known to the kids 
taking relieving in Room 1 until the end of the year.  
Miss Harris is confirmed to be teaching in the senior 
class next year. Whaea Deb has been successful in 
gaining the Across School lead teacher role for our 
Kahui ako o Reporoa. (Reporoa Community of 
Learning) She will be teaching 3 days a week and 
released 2 days per week for this role. COngratulations 
Deb!  
 
The Community of Learning/Kahui Ako are pleased to 
announce Deb Mitchell from Rerewhakaaitu as the 
across school lead teacher for 2020. Deb brings skills in 
science, technology, cultural responsiveness, 
appreciative inquiry practice and a willingness to 
collaborate with the team. We are looking forward to 
having her on board at a leadership level in 2020. Deb 
will work alongside principals, iwi,  and the ‘In School 
Lead’ teachers across all 6 schools in our CoL/Kahui 
Ako which are Rerewhakaaitu, Reporoa Primary, 
Reporoa College, Mihi, Broadlands, and Galatea. 
Welcome aboard Deb!  
By Richelle Macdonald Kahui Ako Lead Principal.  
 
Jackie from Swim Safe was here today doing some 
great pre-summer holiday swim safe training with each 
class. Ask your child what they learnt today about swim 
safety. 
 
Next week, seniors (Yr6-78) are on camp from Tuesday 
to Friday at Waihi Beach. Thanks to Whaea Deb and 
Miss Harris for organising this and to the parent helpers 
who make it possible. This year parents attending are 
Mark Pacey, Phil Yerex, Nigel Heron, Gene Roberts, 
Angie Hine, Steph Fawcett, and Carla Williams. It’s a 
big job and we appreciate your time to make this 
experience possible for our students. At the camp, 
students learn about swim safety at the beach through 2 
surf lessons, walk the Karangahake gorge, visit the 
Martha Mine Education centre, go fishing, do lots of 
swimming and experience Waimarino water park - 

learning more about kayaking. Next year it’s a city camp 
- Wellington city - normally around May.  
 
Mrs Bullock (11.20-3pm) and Miss Arnott (9-11am) will 
be teaching in Room 2 from Tuesday to Friday next 
week while Whaea Deb is on camp. The year 5s will be 
part of the class too and are keen to do some teaching 
as well. They have gained a bit of confidence after the 
Childrens’ Collaborative Conference and are working 
with Mrs Bullock on some plans to teach.  
 
School Reports will be issued by the end of next week. 
I wish you all the best on the count down to the summer 
break.  
 
Arohanui 
Trish Purdie-Nicholls  
Principal  
 
 
RELIEF PRINCIPAL 
Y1-8, roll 68, decile 7. 
If you love the outdoors, fantastic country kids and a 
hands-on community then we have the school for you!  
Come and join us, at Lake Rerewhakaaitu, as our relief 
principal. 
You will have the opportunity to work amongst a 
dedicated staff, a supportive board of trustees, and 
awesome whānau.  
Our school requires an interim principal who can pull 
together a new team and maintain quality educational 
delivery while our BOT works through the employment 
of a new principal. 
We welcome applications from a strong leader who 
cares about students, improving teaching and learning 
and is a forward-thinking curriculum leader.  
Our relief principal will: 

● Be up to date with local curriculum redesign, 
learning progressions, culturally sustaining 
practices and inclusive education (knowledge of 
how to work with children with dyslexia, ADHD, 
ODD an advantage)  

● Be an excellent communicator who values 
collaboration and is responsive to the needs and 
ideas of the students, staff and wider school 
community. 

● Be well-organised and experienced at working to 
pull a new team together 

Accommodation may be available. 
Position commences term 1, 2020. 
 
The school is a member of Te Kahui Ako o Reporoa 
(Reporoa Community of Learning)  
Applications close on Tuesday, 17th December at 3pm.  
Please send a cover application letter, CV and three 
references to: botchair@lakerere.school.nz 



 
 Room 4 Timelines of the Industrial Revolution 
showing how life changed during the Industrial Revolution. 
Each timeline is separated into three sections: 1750, 1850, 

1900. They show how people lived before and after the 
invention of the steam engine and other inventions that 

changed the way food and goods were produced.. In 1750 
85% of people lived in rural communities, living off the land 
and providing for their needs by farming and making things 
(such as cloth) by hand in cottage industries. The invention 

of the seed drill, the steam engine, the factory machines and 
other things allowed food and goods to be produced in 
larger quantities, requiring less labour. By 1900 85% of 

people lived in towns and cities, and there was a big 
difference between those who were wealthy and those who 
were poor, working in miserable conditions in factories and 
on railways etc. The Industrial Revolution was the beginning 
of fossil fuels being burnt in large quantities, leading to the 

climate change problem we are faced with today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We would like to congratulate 
Abbie, Fletcher, Hollie, Rebecca 
and Esther for completing the 
Weetbix Triathlon, where they 
need to bike, swim and run. 
Well done team! 
 
 
 
 

THE LEARNING CENTRE  
 
We are finally in the last couple of weeks of the year, we 
are about to head off to camp in week 9. Thanks to all 
the parents who have volunteered to come along with 
us, we couldn’t have done this without you. Prizegiving 
is happening in week 10, classes have begun to 
practice their end of year songs in preparation. It’s going 
to be an exciting last three weeks. 
 
Technology Week: 
The learning centre went to 
technology week at Mokoia 
intermediate, they do this each 
term to learn about a range of 
subjects they can take at high 
school.  
Students completed woodwork, 
cooking, sewing and 
biotechnology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Scott - I think that tech week is a lot of fun, going to high 
school can be nerve-wracking so getting to experience 
the different technologies can help us understand what 
it’s like. 
Max -  I think it was cool, we got 
to make stuff that we got to take 
home and work with different 
kids from different schools 
 
Many of our students were 
recognised for their hard work in 
these subjects and were given 
certificates.  Reikura, Griffin and 
Jack received certificates for 
technology and music. 
 



 
Harakeke Rakau Kirihimete 

 
The learning centre has worked hard to make their own 
Christmas tree made out of Harakeke. They made 
individual putiputi / flowers and attached them to the 
wall. They will continue to decorate it throughout the 
term. 
 
 
 
Rerewhakaaitu Raiders: 
The Rerewhakaaitu raiders had 
their beak up last weekend. 
They went to the skyline sky 
rides and the Jelly bean factory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seniors Team Bonding before Camp: 
This week the year 6, 7 and 8’s are getting together for 
team building activities before heading off to camp. A 
great way to bond and get to know each other as they 

are about to spend three days at Waihi beach together.

 
 
Kids Collaborative conferences 
 
A few weeks ago the learning Centre and Room 4 went 
off to Reporoa College for a Collaborative learning 
conference. At this conference, groups of students from 
each class taught a lesson to other students, they were 
the teachers for day! The learning Centre taught lessons 
around Science and Room 4 taught lessons around 
Binary. The rest of Room 4 and the learning centre went 
around to different conferences taught by other 
students, such as marble runs, P.E and dance. 


