
 15th November 2024           Week 5 
 Principal Report 

 Only 5 more Fridays until Christmas!  🙂 
 Today  we  have  the  Kahui  Ako  CCC  (Collaborative 
 Children's  Conference)  at  Reporoa  College  for  the 
 Year  5  -  8  students.  There  will  be  a  range  of  activities 
 for  the  children  including:  Orienteering,  bush  skills, 
 kids  first  aid,  making  pizza,  harakeke  weaving,  and 
 others.  This  event  is  run  by  student  leaders  across 
 our  Kahui  Ako,  in  which  our  school  representatives 
 are Chase, Callum and Bryce. Good luck team! 
 Teachers  and  students  have  been  toiling  away  with 
 assessments  and  getting  ready  for  the  end  of  the 
 year.  Once  we  have  finished  with  our  athletics  it  will 
 be  full  steam  ahead  with  our  end  of  year  Celebration 
 of Learning planning.  Remember to save the date. 
 Athletics 
 Due  to  the  lack  of  confirmed  helpers  for  Athletics 
 next  week,  we  may  have  to  split  the  athletic  events 
 over  two  days  to  ensure  that  each  event  is  run  well. 
 If  you  are  able  to  help  please  let  me  know  by 
 Monday  morning.  If  we  need  to  split  the  event  over 
 two  days,  we  will  inform  everyone  by  notice  Monday 
 afternoon. 
 All  going  well  though,  we  will  retain  our  event  on 
 Tuesday, please see attached rotation schedule. 

 All Trophies to be returned 
 If  you  received  a  trophy  at  Pet  Day  or  last 
 year's  Prize  Giving,  please  return  these  to 
 the  office  as  we  will  need  to  engrave  them 
 for our 2024 recipients. 
 Swimming pool & keys 
 We  are  busy  getting  the  pool  all  ready 
 for  our  swimming  season  to  start  after 

 athletics.  We  have  our  Making  the  Difference  swim 
 programme  which  starts  on  the  2nd  December.  This 
 is  a  Water  Safety  for  Life  programme,  provided  by 
 the  amazing  team  at  Rotorua  Swim  Magic  /  Aquatic 
 Centre. 
 Please  let  us  know  if  you  would  like  to  hire  a  pool  key 

 for access over the summer period. 
 The  pool  will  be  open  from  the  21st  Dec  only  to 
 those  who  hire  new  keys.  Key  hire  is  $60.00  each, 
 which  includes  a  $20.00  bond  refunded  upon  return 
 of  the  key  by  the  end  of  Term  1  2025.  This  helps  to 
 offset  the  cost  of  chemicals  etc  over  the  holiday 
 period.  Keys  will  be  available  for  pick  up  between 

 13th  -  18th  Dec.  The  key  is  for  your  use  only  and  not 
 to  be  loaned  out.  If  we  do  not  get  enough  interest 
 the pool will be closed over the summer holidays. 
 Please advise at the office by  Friday 6th Dec. 

 Fishing Competition 2025 
 Entry  forms  are  available  for  our  2025  Fishing 
 Competition  being  held  on  the  11-12th  January.  Get 
 in  quick  as  we  can  only  accept  100  competitors. 
 Anglers  can  only  weigh  in  2  fish.  The  main  prize  will 
 go  to  the  person  who  is  closest  to  the  average 
 weight  of  all  fish  weighed  in  that  section,  (Adult  or 
 Child).  In  the  event  of  a  draw  the  winners  name  will 
 be pulled from a hat. 
 Entry  forms  are  available  in  the  office  or  on  our 
 website:  https://www.lakerere.school.nz/files/Fishing_Co 
 mpetition_Entry_Form_2025.pdf 

 1st  Prize  Average  weight:  Adult  $500,  Children 
 12-18 yr  $250, 0-11yr $100 voucher. 
 Other  prize  categories:  Longest  Fish,  Heaviest  Fish, 
 Longest Eel, plus spot prizes and more. 

 Dates to Remember          Parent help required  ✅ 

 Tue 19 Nov  Athletics Day  ✅ 

 Wed 27 Nov  PTA Meeting 7pm 

 Thu 28 Nov  Cluster Athletics  ✅ 

 2-6 Dec  Swim programme 

 Wed 4 Dec  Board Meeting 7pm 

 Thu 19 Dec  Celebration of Learning 11am 

 Fri 20 Dec  Term 4 Ends 

https://www.lakerere.school.nz/files/Fishing_Competition_Entry_Form_2025.pdf
https://www.lakerere.school.nz/files/Fishing_Competition_Entry_Form_2025.pdf


 F  act of the week: Hedgehogs  got their 
 name from their love of garden hedges 

 and the grunting noises they make! 

 Our Junior Camp Day last 
 Friday was a big hit with the 

 children.  We had a great time 
 putting up the tents, reading 

 outside and in the tents, going 
 on a nature scavenger hunt, 

 and of course roasting our own 
 marshmallows to make 

 s’mores. 
 We have carried on our nature 

 theme this week and learnt 
 about some of the creatures 

 we may find in our backyards, 
 like hedgehogs, tuis, and 

 caterpillars. 

 Athletics is on Tuesday, please 
 make sure your child is wearing 

 appropriate clothing for 
 running and jumping, they 

 have a drink bottle with 
 water, and are wearing 

 sunblock.  It is going to be a 
 great day, please come down 
 and cheer the children on if 

 you can, spectators are 
 always welcome. 

 Jasmine 

 Birds nest writing & Camp day photos 

 When  I  was  3  years  old  in  the  front  of 
 my  dad’s  shed  there  was  a  nest  of  three  little  baby 
 birds,  but  I  never  saw  the  mother.  Every  day  I  would 
 go  to  see  them.  Five  years  passed  and  one  of  the 
 baby  birds  came  back.  It  had  remembered  its  old 
 home  and  it  had  babies,  The  baby  birds  grew  up.  In  a 
 week  they  learned  how  to  fly.  Another  two  weeks 
 passed  and  I  found  one  of  the  birds.  I  told  my  mum 
 about  this  and  realised  it  couldn’t  fly  yet  and  me  and 
 my brother normally see him around the house. 
 By Te Ngahere 

 A  bird  has  two  wings  and  a  bird 
 likes  to  make  a  nest  for  the  eggs. 
 Birds  get  all  sorts  of  soft  plants 
 for  the  eggs  to  sit  comfortably. 
 When  the  bird  smells  the  egg  is 
 rotten,  the  bird  just  kicks  it  off. 
 When  the  birds  try  to  get  food 
 for  the  baby  birds,  sometimes 

 some  dogs  or  cats  come.  They  try  to  catch  the  bird 
 and  eat  it.  Some  kinds  of  food  that  birds  eat  are 
 worms,  huhu  grubs  and  all  sorts  of  insects.  When 
 they  are  eggs  the  mama  bird  sits  on  the  eggs.  When 
 the  baby  birds  are  grown  up,  they  are  called  adults. 
 By Monique 

 School camp was really fun. We 
 did a whole lot of activities like 

 going to a water world, 
 museum, zoo, and we also 

 walked around the hamilton 
 lake. When we were walking 

 around the lake there were so 
 many playgrounds that we 

 played on. All of the students 
 loved going on the 

 playgrounds and looking out 
 on the lake. It was really cool 
 to be able to go to all of the 
 places we went to because 

 some of those places we went 
 to we couldn't find or do 

 where we live in the country. 
 When the students were at the 

 marae they played so many 
 games such as cards, playing 
 cricket and the girls played 

 with the netballs. The students 
 also played Charades with the 
 Game of Awesome. Rakau had 

 an awesome time at camp. 

 By Jonty Armer 






