
Kei te whakatakataka a matou akonga mo nga ahei a tona wa
Preparing our students for the possibilities of tomorrow

If you received a trophy
at Pet Day or last
year's Celebration of
Learning prizegiving,
please return these to
the office as we will
need to engrave them
for our 2025 recipients. 

You may have seen in the news recently that there is a recall of Magic Sand due to a possible
contamination of asbestos. Our school had 3 small 600g sealed containers of the ANKO Magic
sand in Mahuri. We have removed these from the classroom and have followed all MBIE
procedures and protocols. We are awaiting the results from testing and will keep you all
updated as we get more information.

MBIE advice remains clear: Stop using these products immediately, secure them and dispose
them safely.

We urge schools and early learning services who have purchased these products to stop
using them immediately, secure them safely, and contact your local council for advice on
where and how to dispose of the contaminated material safely.
Where you have higher volumes of these products, you should contact a licensed asbestos
assessor or removalist for immediate advice and support on your specific situation.
At this stage, we do not have enough information to quantify the risk to people’s health,
which is why we are taking a precautionary approach.
Asbestos exposure is a serious health hazard.
People are not required to take any immediate steps to manage their health if they, or their
children, have been exposed to this product. However, asbestos exposure can potentially
affect your long-term health.
We are coordinating closely with other agencies to provide updated advice to you.

WorkSafe advice for schools and early learning services
If the sand is in a sealed container, move it to a secure location away from people.
If individuals are currently using the sand, they should put it down and relocate to a sand-
free, well-ventilated area. Instruct everyone to leave the area, block it off and make sure it
is not accessible.
Do not vacuum or sweep floors where there is sand or attempt to clean it up. Contact a
licensed asbestos assessor or removalist for immediate advice and support on your
specific situation. Details of Class A licensed removalists are available on the WorkSafe
website.
Do not return to the affected area until the extent of contamination is established, and after
the area is remediated by an expert.
If you have identified that the sand has been used at your school or early learning site,
please notify us.
MBIE is working with the supplier to ensure the products are tested to confirm if asbestos
contamination has occurred.

Kia ora koutou, 
This has been an incredibly busy and productive week at our school, filled with a wonderful
array of visitors, both familiar and new. We have welcomed several individuals who are vital to
the ongoing operation and future of our school:

Welcome Diane! We extend a very warm welcome to Diane, who will be joining us as our
new Resource Teacher of Learning and Behaviour (RTLB). She is taking over from the
wonderful Annie, and we look forward to working with her.
Internet Services: We hosted a visit from Johnathon of N4L (Network for Learning), who
looks after our essential internet services.
Ministry of Education Water Review: We had L’Rey from the Ministry of Education (MOE) on
site, carrying out important checks on our water and wastewater systems, and a STEM
session with Rakau.
Annual Audit: Our annual interim audit visit was completed this week by Aiman from
William Buck Auditors and Carla.

We were delighted to welcome a very special international visitor, Maria, from Japan! Maria is
with us just for this week as part of an educational student visit. We hope she enjoys her time
with us! We also farewell Maria today. We wish her all the best in her next endeavours!

Unfortunately, the cluster athletics competition was unable to be held this week due to the
horrible weather conditions. It was disappointing for all involved, but we are keeping our fingers
crossed for better luck next year!  Despite the weather setback, our CBOP Athletics team has
been chosen! CBOP event on 3  December at the Rotorua Stadium #2, letters will be provided
to those athletes today. Please ensure forms are returned promptly. We wish them the very
best of luck! Also apologies to our young 800m athletes, please see the correction from last
weeks’ newsletter - Athletics results 800m 1  Lucy, 2  Monique, 3  Paige. Well done girls! 
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Thanks to Halie's hard work over the last few weeks, the pool is sparkling! Woo hoo! We will
have the pool open for swimming, starting this Monday, 24th November. Please put your childs
togs and a towel in their bags each day. The pool will be open at lunch times as well.



Kia ora,  koutou,

We have been checking up on our learning with
our termly assessment this week.  I t 's  great to
see students act ively using the ski l ls  they have
learnt throughout the year to work on the test
problems.  Tupu students have worked very hard
this year and their  hard work is  showing in their
achievement results .  
We have started working in our class factory to
produce some nice products for our school
market .  We hope you're looking forward to
shopping at our stal l  in week eleven.  
We've been talk ing about measurement in
maths and using a range of words to compare
the height ,  length and s ize of different objects .
Here are some of the words we've learnt :  tal l ,
short ,  long,  big,  smal l .  We can also compare
three objects at once by using the words big,
bigger ,  b iggest and smal l ,  smal ler ,  smal lest .  You
might l ike to use some of these words to
descr ibe objects at home. 

Kia pai  tō rā,
Tupu Class

TUPUTUPUTUPU
Kia ora whānau,
Mahuri  have been div ing into how taxes
work here in Aotearoa.  We’ve been
chatt ing about why i t ’s  important for
everyone to chip in ,  and how the money
we al l  pay helps fund the important
services we rely on every day.  The
students are also learning about the
different types of tax and what these
mean for people earning an income.
We’ve been using the Banqer website to
support this learning as part of our local
curr iculum unit ,  “Te Whakatakataka mō
Āpōpō — Preparing for the Possibi l i t ies of
Tomorrow.”  We’ l l  be wrapping things up
with our Market Day in Week 11 .

Ka kite anō,
Whaea Kyl ie

 

MAHURIMAHURIMAHURI

Johannah competed in the
Swimming BOP Classic Meet and
came home with 3rd for 50 mtr

breaststroke 9yr old girls 1st for 100
mtr breaststroke 9 yr old girls and
3rd overall points for 9 yr old girls.

In Rākau this week. .

We have had a vis i tor with us this week,  Maria,  who
is v is i t ing from Japan.  We were also lucky to have a
vis i t  from L’Rey,  who is a Water Engineer .  

Why is water important?
“You can stay al ive and you can grow trees to breathe”
Finn 
“ I t  keeps everything running l ike plants,  our food and
al l  the animals and us” Tai  
“ I t  helps you stay hydrated and heal thy.  I t  wi l l  keep
your whole body heal thy” Monique
“You dr ink i t ,  swim in i t  and wash your hands with i t ”
DC 
What I  learned from the session with L’Rey?
“There are f ive steps for being an engineer;  1.  See
what the problem is.  2.  Think of  ideas. 3.  Try those
ideas. 4.  I f  i t  doesn’ t  work,  t ry again.  5.  Go with i t ”
Maria 
“You have to check the water so that  we can dr ink i t  so
that we don’ t  get  s ick” Addison
“To look at  the problem, see where the problem comes
from and make a plan to f ix  i t ”  Char l ie

Then L’Rey set us an engineering chal lenge…bui ld
the biggest tower with only the resources on the
table,  working as a team. Thanks for sharing your
passion and mahi with us ,  L ’Rey!

RAKAURAKAURAKAU

As part of our school wide inquiry topic we have had some parents
come in to talk to the students about their careers.

Thank you to Katie Page, our nurse from Reporoa Health, Megan O’Dea
our physiotherapist from Rotorua Physiotherapy and Jacinda Poland, our
local shepherdess. The children learned about how they trained for their

careers, what their jobs entail and some of the tools they need. 

Tupu students had this to say about today’s visit from Jacinda
Regan - Jacinda made the dog bark from whistling. 

Alastair - Jacinda made the dog bark and her dog Flipper barked too.
Keeana - The dogs name is Hui and he is inside and he is going to go

outside and the person is shaving the wool off the sheep.
Lachlan - Jacinda makes the dogs run and it can go right and left and it
can stop. The big fluffy dog can woof and then she went to the next

room and then the dog barked again. 

Please let us know if you would like to hire a
pool key for access over the summer period. 
The pool will be open from the 20th Dec only to
those who hire new keys. Key hire is $60.00
each, which includes a $20.00 bond refunded
upon return of the key by the end of Term 1
2026. This helps to offset the cost of chemicals
etc over the holiday period. Keys will be
available for pick up between 12th - 17th Dec.
The key is for your use only and not to be
loaned out. If we do not get enough interest the
pool will be closed over the summer holidays.
Please advise at the office by Friday 5th Dec.
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Pr
incipals award

Pr
incipals award

Athena-Rose for always doing beautiful work.
Wyatt for writing proper sentences with

punctuation. Lucy for approaching all learning
with a positive attitude. Renata for thinking

carefully to solve your maths problems. DC for
showing respect to others. Johannah for showing

determination and resilience.
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LAST WEEKS CERTIFICATES WENT TO:

Our school recently recieved $562.80 from
AFFCO's 2025 Bobby Calf Cash for Schools

Programme!
With thanks to our amazing supporters:

LAKELAND DAIRIES LTD 
MAUNGA VIEWS LTD 

REREWHAKAAITU FARM LTD 
SKIDELZ LTD 

THE FRASER-HARRIS TRUST 
 VOLCANIC FLATS LTD

“Caught Being Awesome” awards are given out

to students of Lake Rerewhakaaitu School at

playtime. Students can earn them by following

our school values, being a good friend and

following the school rules. These awards then go

into either the senior or junior bucket, then at

Fridays assemblies all get read out and one from

each drawn out as our super star recipient.

Our Caught Being Awesome recipients are…

🤩Caught being Awesome🤩

Te Kaia & Leon

Ta
rawera

Ka
karameaEach week we give out a house cup to thehouse that's in the lead. Students can earnhouse points by following our school rules,values, being on task and even when theyget caught being awesome. 

House Captains are;Tarawera - Chase & JontyKakaramea - Ryan & TaituhaCongratulations to our house winner forlast week...

HOUSEHOUSEPOINTSPOINTS

Entry forms are available for our 2026

Fishing Competition being held on the 17-

18th January. Get in quick as we can only

accept 100 competitors. Anglers can only

weigh in 2 fish. The main prize will go to

the person who is closest to the average

weight of all fish weighed in that section,

(Adult or Child). In the event of a draw the

winners name will be pulled from a hat. 

Entry forms are available in the office or

on our website

https://www.lakerere.school.nz/files/Fishi

ng_Competition_entry_form_2026.pdf 

1st Prize Average weight: Adult $500,

Children 12-18 yr $250, 0-11yr $100

voucher.

Other prize categories: Longest Fish,

Heaviest Fish, Longest Eel, plus spot

prizes and more. 
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Attendance

Mahuri!

Attendance - Our 2025 Target is: To improve attendance and engagement to 75% of
students attending 90% or higher. 
We are currently sitting at 63% of students at 90% attendance or above. Last weeks results:
Rakau 87% attendance
Mahuri 96% attendance
Tupu 90% attendance
Excellent effort to those students and their whanau for ensuring your tamariki are attending
school each day.

https://www.lakerere.school.nz/files/Fishing_Competition_entry_form_2026.pdf
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